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Importance of learning foreign languages

● Understand culture
● Help communication
● Advance career
● Gain linguistic intuition
● Exercise the brain



Foreign languages in high school

Most common

● Spanish
● French
● German

Also usually offered

● Chinese
● Japanese

Mainly on east coast

● Latin
● Russian

Popularity: Spanish > French > German > Latin > Chinese > Japanese > Russian



AP French (1)

● Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I’m speaking 
in French.”

“Bonjour, tout le monde! Je vous remercie de venir entendre mon discours. 
Maintenant je parle en français.”



AP French (2)

● AP study book (AP French Language and Culture by Barron’s)
● Grammar review (Une Fois Pour Toutes by Prentice Hall)
● Themed passages on current events (Thèmes by VHL)

https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-French-Language-Culture-Audio/dp/1438072597
https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-French-Language-Culture-Audio/dp/1438072597
https://www.amazon.com/FOIS-TOUTES-C2009-STUDENT-HARDCOVER/dp/0133611205/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=0X807PG7J55HMZ0VPGN3
https://www.amazon.com/FOIS-TOUTES-C2009-STUDENT-HARDCOVER/dp/0133611205/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=0X807PG7J55HMZ0VPGN3
https://www.amazon.com/Th%C3%A8mes-Language-Culture-Student-Supersite/dp/1680040340


AP French (3)

● Short news video clips in French (7 Jours Sur La Planète by TV5Monde.com)
● News articles (LeMonde.fr)

○ Look up unknown words on Wiktionary
○ Make lists of vocab words

http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/7-jours-sur-la-planete
http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/7-jours-sur-la-planete
http://lemonde.fr


AP French (4)

● Abridged stories (Les Misérables, L’Étranger)
● Movies (Les Intouchables, La Famille Bélier, Sur Le Chemin de l’École, Timbuktu)

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1675434/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3547740/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3013258/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3409392/


AP French (5)

● French comedians on YouTube (Cyprien)

● French music (Stromae, Louane, Indila, Fréro Delavega, Black M, Zaz, Maître Gims)

← French comedy 
video (view on Youtube 
for English subtitles)

https://www.youtube.com/user/MonsieurDream
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFKo78ysxmRhoQ85ySEo_PQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxROfILs1ORiiUWCDdkfqaA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN2yX1-7Mc36reG_xuR_J5w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8q3SMA-YIbRcZHD4l8YE8g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW9wAlHYNUyauqIZVE46FmA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0y01qybAB4gJWrMmBX5BIQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv-gHNur7UnJ4Gp0bYDp37w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL7grUEo960


AP French (6)

● Gender hints
○ E.g., feminine: -e, -ion, -sé, -té
○ Masculine: -age, -ble, -eau, -isme, -ment

● Toolbox of go-to adverbs and phrases
○ Transition words, filler words, phrases to introduce 

ideas
● Prefixes and suffixes

● Practicing with my brother



AP German (1)

● Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I’m speaking 
in German.”

“Guten Tag, zusammen! Danke dafür, dass ihr herkommt, meiner Rede zuzuhören. 
Jetzt spreche ich auf Deutsch.”



AP German (2)

● Textbook (Komm Mit! by Holt)

● Grammatical guide (Hammer’s German Grammar and Usage by Routledge)

● Vocab handbook (Mastering German Vocabulary: A Thematic Approach by Barron’s)

● AP study book (Prüfungstraining: AP German Language and Culture by Cornelsen)

https://www.amazon.com/Komm-mit-Student-Level-2006/dp/0030372542
https://www.amazon.com/Komm-mit-Student-Level-2006/dp/0030372542
https://www.amazon.com/Hammers-Grammar-Routledge-Reference-Grammars-ebook/dp/B00B0YWITQ
https://www.amazon.com/Hammers-Grammar-Routledge-Reference-Grammars-ebook/dp/B00B0YWITQ
https://www.amazon.com/Mastering-German-Vocabulary-Thematic-Approach/dp/0812091086
https://www.amazon.com/Mastering-German-Vocabulary-Thematic-Approach/dp/0812091086
https://www.amazon.com/Prufungstraining-Daf-Prufung-German-Ubungsbuch/dp/3060208727/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439857808&sr=1-1&keywords=ap+german
https://www.amazon.com/Prufungstraining-Daf-Prufung-German-Ubungsbuch/dp/3060208727/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439857808&sr=1-1&keywords=ap+german


AP German (3)

● Best dictionaries: Dict.cc, Linguee

● News articles (Spiegel, Zeit, Sueddeutsche)

● German language blog (YourDailyGerman)

● Duolingo → for any language

http://dict.cc
http://linguee.com
http://spiegel.de
http://zeit.de
http://sueddeutsche.de
https://yourdailygerman.com/
http://duolingo.com
http://duolingo.com


AP German (4)

● YouTube videos in German (Slow German)

● German music (Clueso, Wolfsheim, Luxuslärm, Glasperlenspiel)

← German music video 
(no subtitles)

https://www.youtube.com/user/slowgermanpodcast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMh9GaLN3_DYwTO0Tp95JQg
https://www.youtube.com/user/GeneMachine/search?query=Wolfsheim
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&biw=1123&bih=666&tbm=vid&q=Luxusl%C3%A4rm+youtube&oq=Luxusl%C3%A4rm+youtube
https://www.youtube.com/user/DigsterHitsChannel/search?query=Glasperlenspiel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOcCVXJQCy4


AP German (5)

● Gender hints
● Prefixes, suffixes
● Toolbox of go-to adverbs and phrases



AP Chinese (1)

● Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I’m speaking 
in Chinese (Mandarin).”

“大家好！谢谢你们来听我的讲座。现在我在讲中文（普通话）。”



AP Chinese (2)

● AP study book (AP Chinese by Barron’s) covers most of what you need
● Chinese novels or online articles
● Talking with Chinese people

https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-Chinese-Language-Culture-MP3/dp/1438073887
https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-Chinese-Language-Culture-MP3/dp/1438073887


AP Chinese Test (1)

● Completely computer-based

● Competencies tested:
○ Reading
○ Listening
○ Speaking
○ Typing (NOT writing)

● Format:
○ Multiple choice (50% of grade)

■ Rejoinders
■ Listening
■ Reading

○ Free response (50%)
■ Story narration
■ Email response
■ Conversation
■ Cultural presentation



AP Chinese Test (2): Rejoinders (10% of grade)

● Listen to an incomplete 
conversation

● Which is immediately followed 
by 4 replies

● You have 5 seconds to choose 
the best one



AP Chinese Test (3): Listening (15%)



AP Chinese Test (4): Reading (25%)



AP Chinese Test (5): Story Narration (15%)



AP Chinese Test (6): Email (10%)



AP Chinese Test (7): Conversation (10%)



AP Chinese Test (8): Cultural Presentation (15%)



Which language to try? (1)

● Most difficult parts of each language:
○ French: pronounciation
○ German: grammar
○ Chinese: tones and idioms (成语)
○ Generally for English speakers, difficulty is: Japanese > Chinese > Russian > Latin > German > 

French > Spanish



Which language to try? (2)

● Chinese-American high schoolers should take a language that’s not Chinese
● Consider

○ Your current language(s)
○ Culture of interest
○ Number of native speakers
○ Number of native speakers who also speak your current language(s)
○ Geographical distribution
○ Practical uses (e.g., for business or travel)
○ Ease of being certified as fluent (esp. for high schoolers and for certain jobs)

■ AP, SAT Subject, National _____ Exam, summer program abroad



Which language to try? (3)

● E.g., geographic distribution

French-speaking countries 
(La Francophonie):

German-speaking countries 
(Deutscher Sprachraum):

France, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, 
half of Africa

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
Belgium



Which language to try? (4)



Which language to try? (5)

● Learning languages only gets easier!
● After learning a language, you naturally “inherit” similar languages

○ French → inherits Spanish
○ Spanish → inherits Portuguese
○ Latin → inherits the Romantic languages (French, Spanish, Italian, etc.)
○ German → inherits the Germanic languages (Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, etc.)

← Video of a polyglot 
speaking 20 languages

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOiXtWcQ8GI


Preparing for a spelling bee (1)

● Focus on the spelling rules for these languages (optimally in this 
order):
○ German: for “everyday” words
○ French: for “fancy” words
○ Latin: for medical terms, prefixes, suffixes, roots
○ Greek: for “old” words, medical terms, prefixes, suffixes, roots
○ Spanish: for Spanish-derived terms
○ Russian, Japanese, Arabic, Swahili, Afrikaans: for “exotic” and “difficult” words



Preparing for a spelling bee (2)

● Search Google for the spelling rules
● Vocab lists for different languages

○ Myspellit.com

● Review commonly misspelled words
○ Very easy to find lists, such as: here, here, here

● Memorize vocabulary flash cards if you have the time (e.g., if you’re 
young)

● Preparing for spelling bee helps with SAT and writing

http://myspellit.com
http://myspellit.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonly_misspelled_English_words
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/spelling-and-word-lists/misspelled.html
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/spelling/common-misspellings


Pre-submitted questions

1. Q: If self-studying, how to practice pronunciation?
2. Q: Learning Latin?
3. Q: How long it takes to learn a language? When to start?
4. Q: Worth it to change languages after studying one for a while?
5. Q: If just considering easiness, which language to learn?
6. Q: Spanish vs French easiness?
7. Q: General tips for staying motivated?
8. Q: Best language apps?

○ Duolingo
○ Otherwise, depends on language

http://duolingo.com
http://duolingo.com


Silicon Valley Youth
● Youth-run nonprofit founded by my twin brother and me
● Currently 15 classes, at 4 locations
● Website: SiliconValleyYouth.com/

● All profits are donated to the Ravenswood City School District, which 
serves economically disadvantaged students in East Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park

● Please join us! Please donate!

http://siliconvalleyyouth.com/


For Spanish: Joseph Ng

● Junior at Gunn High School

● Skilled in Spanish
● Top 2% in nation for past 2 years on National Spanish Exam
● Currently taking AP Spanish Lang


