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Importance of learning foreign languages

Understand culture
Help communication
Advance career

Gain linguistic intuition
Exercise the brain




Foreign languages in high school

Most common Also usually offered Mainly on east coast
e Spanish e Chinese e Latin

e French e Japanese e Russian

e German

Popularity: Spanish > French > German > Latin > Chinese > Japanese > Russian




AP French (1)

e Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I'm speaking
in French.”

“Bonjour, tout le monde! Je vous remercie de venir entendre mon discours.
Maintenant je parle en francais.”




AP French (2)

e AP study book (AP French Language and Culture by Barron’s)
e Grammar review (Une Fois Pour Toutes by Prentice Hall)
e Themed passages on current events (Themes by VHL)

FACEBOOK
A—T—[L DETRUIT L’AMITIE

s LECTURE 2.1 » FACEBOOK A-T-IL
DETRUIT LAMITIEZ



https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-French-Language-Culture-Audio/dp/1438072597
https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-French-Language-Culture-Audio/dp/1438072597
https://www.amazon.com/FOIS-TOUTES-C2009-STUDENT-HARDCOVER/dp/0133611205/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=0X807PG7J55HMZ0VPGN3
https://www.amazon.com/FOIS-TOUTES-C2009-STUDENT-HARDCOVER/dp/0133611205/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=0X807PG7J55HMZ0VPGN3
https://www.amazon.com/Th%C3%A8mes-Language-Culture-Student-Supersite/dp/1680040340

AP French (3)

e Short news video clips in French (7 Jours Sur La Planéte by TV5Monde.com)

e News articles (LeMonde.fr)

o Look up unknown words on Wiktionary
o Make lists of vocab words

# INTERNATIONAL POLITIQUE SOCIETE ECQO CULTURE IDEES PLANETE SPORT SCIENCES PIXELS CAMPUS I LEMAG  EDITION ABONNES =

M Amériques
INTERNATIONAL UGG Argentine  Belize  Bolivie  Brésil  Canada Chilli  Colomble CostaRica Cuba Equateur Etats-Unis ¥
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http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/7-jours-sur-la-planete
http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/7-jours-sur-la-planete
http://lemonde.fr

AP French (4)

e Abridged stories (Les Misérables, L 'Etranger)
e Movies (Les Intouchables, La Famille Bélier, Sur Le Chemin de I'Ecole, Timbuktu)



http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1675434/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3547740/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3013258/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3409392/

AP French (5)

e French comedians on YouTube (Cyprien)
e French music (Stromae, Louane, Indila, Fréro Delavega, Black M, Zaz, Maitre Gims)

«— French comedy
video (view on Youtube
for English subtitles)


https://www.youtube.com/user/MonsieurDream
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFKo78ysxmRhoQ85ySEo_PQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxROfILs1ORiiUWCDdkfqaA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN2yX1-7Mc36reG_xuR_J5w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8q3SMA-YIbRcZHD4l8YE8g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW9wAlHYNUyauqIZVE46FmA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0y01qybAB4gJWrMmBX5BIQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv-gHNur7UnJ4Gp0bYDp37w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL7grUEo960

AP French (6)

e Gender hints appendice B [P

11 existe une grande variéeé de termes dans la langue frangaise pour faciliver le

e e . 7 7
(@) E . g o) fe m I n I n e: _e, _I O n, -S e, _te développement et la cohérence des idées dans la communication orale et écrite.

Essayez d'en employer quelques-uns chique fois que vous écrirez ou parleres.

o Masculine: -age, -ble, -eau, -isme, -ment e ——

i First of oll

e Toolbox of go-to adverbs and phrases il

o Transition words, filler words, phrases to introduce

. d POUR COMPARER OU CONTRASTER m:‘?tmm UNE RSLATION DE CAUSe
I ea S e mime.. | Lkewise, ! Por consbauent, Consequenty, ]
Par contre, On the other i Dene., /fhinsi Thia.
. ° Cependor.../ hand i De sorse gue_/De logon gue So that.
Pourtant.., Howrvar, i Comme.../Pusaue../ Since./Becowe..
o rerixes and Sutrtixes .| Pocmam
I

Practicing with my brother




AP German (1)

e Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I'm speaking
in German.”

“Guten Tag, zusammen! Danke dafir, dass ihr herkommt, meiner Rede zuzuhdren.
Jetzt spreche ich auf Deutsch.”




AP German (2)

Textbook (Komm Mit! by Holt)

Grammatical guide (Hammer's German Grammar and Usage by Routledge)
Vocab handbook (Mastering German Vocabulary: A Thematic Approach by Barron’s)
AP study book (Priifungstraining: AP German Language and Culture by Cornelsen)
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https://www.amazon.com/Komm-mit-Student-Level-2006/dp/0030372542
https://www.amazon.com/Komm-mit-Student-Level-2006/dp/0030372542
https://www.amazon.com/Hammers-Grammar-Routledge-Reference-Grammars-ebook/dp/B00B0YWITQ
https://www.amazon.com/Hammers-Grammar-Routledge-Reference-Grammars-ebook/dp/B00B0YWITQ
https://www.amazon.com/Mastering-German-Vocabulary-Thematic-Approach/dp/0812091086
https://www.amazon.com/Mastering-German-Vocabulary-Thematic-Approach/dp/0812091086
https://www.amazon.com/Prufungstraining-Daf-Prufung-German-Ubungsbuch/dp/3060208727/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439857808&sr=1-1&keywords=ap+german
https://www.amazon.com/Prufungstraining-Daf-Prufung-German-Ubungsbuch/dp/3060208727/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439857808&sr=1-1&keywords=ap+german

AP German (3)

Best dictionaries: Dict.cc, Linguee
News articles (Spiegel, Zeit, Sueddeutsche)
German language blog (YourDailyGerman)

DUO“an — for any Ianguage SPIEGEL ONLINE DERSPIEREL SPIESELTV Q

= POLITIK Schlagzeilen | © Wetter | DAX11.772,93 | TV-Programm | Abo

dUoLingo Home lords ctivi i Nachrichten > Politlk > Deutschiand > Bundesprasidentenwahl 2017 > Daniela Schadt blickt auf Zelt als First Lady zurlick: "Da habe Ich gewelnt"

Scheidende First Lady Daniela Schadt

" H H n
R o Da habe ich geweint
e n\‘ Und plétzlich sind fiinf Jahre vorbei: Daniela Schadt blickt zuriick auf ihre Zeit als First Lady - und freut sich
darauf, keine Koffer fiir Staatsb he mehr packen zu mii Ein Abschiedsgesprach.

Translate this text

Ein Interview von Florian Gathmann ~ und Britta Stuff

Q s > [Itisoverthere

You are correct


http://dict.cc
http://linguee.com
http://spiegel.de
http://zeit.de
http://sueddeutsche.de
https://yourdailygerman.com/
http://duolingo.com
http://duolingo.com

AP German (4)

e YouTube videos in German (Slow German)
e (German music (Clueso, Wolfsheim, Luxusldarm, Glasperlenspiel)

-

. . | <« German music video
K ‘ (no subtitles)
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https://www.youtube.com/user/slowgermanpodcast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMh9GaLN3_DYwTO0Tp95JQg
https://www.youtube.com/user/GeneMachine/search?query=Wolfsheim
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&biw=1123&bih=666&tbm=vid&q=Luxusl%C3%A4rm+youtube&oq=Luxusl%C3%A4rm+youtube
https://www.youtube.com/user/DigsterHitsChannel/search?query=Glasperlenspiel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOcCVXJQCy4

AP German (5)

e Gender hints
e Prefixes, suffixes
e Toolbox of go-to adverbs and phrases




AP Chinese (1)

e Example:

“Hello, everyone! Thank you for coming to listen to my talk. Right now I'm speaking
in Chinese (Mandarin).”

"RRIF | PHMRATRUT BB EE , IMERAE RPN (EBIE) "




AP Chinese (2)

e AP study book (AP Chinese by Barron's) covers most of what you need

e Chinese novels or online articles
e Talking with Chinese people



https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-Chinese-Language-Culture-MP3/dp/1438073887
https://www.amazon.com/Barrons-Chinese-Language-Culture-MP3/dp/1438073887

AP Chinese Test (1)

e Completely computer-based e Format:

o  Multiple choice (50% of grade)
m Rejoinders
m Listening

e Competencies tested: m Reading
o Reading o Freeresponse (50%)
o Listening m Story narration
o Speaking m Email response
o  Typing (NOT writing) m Conversation
m Cultural presentation




AP Chinese Test (2): Rejoinders (10% of grade)

e Listento anincomplete
conversation

e Which is immediately followed
by 4 replies

e You have 5 seconds to choose
the best one

Listening Part Directions: Rejoinders

You will hear several short conversations or parts of conversations followed by four choices,
designated A, B, C, and D. Choose the one that continues or completes the conversation in a
logical culturally appropriate manner. After you have decided which of the suggested
answers is best, COMPETELY fill in the corresponding oval on the answer sheet. Give only
one answer to each question. You will have 5 seconds to answer each question. YOU WILL
NOW BEGIN THIS PART.

L& ® O D@ . > O D
2 ®O D 0.0 ®C DD
1D ®O D HL@® ®&® O ®
1D ®O D 2. ®O D
s ® © BE®OD
6@ ® O D u®d ® O© D
TA ®O© D LA ®OD

LD ® O D



AP Chinese Test (3): Listening (15%)

Public announcement (Selection plays two times.)
16.  Where would the announcement be heard?
CA) Onanairplane
(B) On asubway train
CC> On along-distance train
(D) Onatourbus

17.  This announcement asks passengers to

(CAD yield seats to passengers who need them

take all personal belongings when exiting
(C> avoid blocking the exits
(D) return to their seats

Voice message (Selection plays two times.)

18.  'What was originally planned for tomorrow morning?
CAD Going to the library
Going to work
(C> Playing tennis

(T} Walnntearing af tha haonital




AP Chinese Test (4): Reading (25%)

Read this note. Read this announcement on a poster.
(Simplified characters) (Simplified characters)
[(E860886888088668888808688886486 ) )
ZEH: HEBEANIR
WTFFRIENR, ATRRAER. HEHEFIRH BE:  hAAHE, SEIBRLEA
R ESNHREHHN—F—EHNBHETE. 5 B, SR
fuZmEBEF G TR RDNLY. BEFHE #hpx: T
SE = 2 K i = e X } 4T A
B RIS, FERERRERT O —
i ENRE. ERERELELER
g =
AANH FHE: HBAHEDL




AP Chinese Test (5): Story Narration (15%

ARPCHInMeselCanguage 8 Culture = Wntng

f:(v.‘voilngoﬂmrd Guestion 1o 2

Directions: ou wall be askad to perform o witing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for 8 specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as completa and as culturslly appropniate a mannar as possiole, taldng into account the purpose and the
person described.

The four pictures present a story. Imagine you ara witing the B Lo Chaw, Count Plimyin -
story to a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggestad by the Elﬂ[—!m Mo che: I UI l

pictures. Give your story a beginming, a middle, and an end




AP Chinese Test (6): Email (10%)

AR Chinese Language & Culture = Wnhng

CCO“DQBBO&IG duestion 2 of 2

Directions: You will be asked to parform two sriting tasks in Chinese In each case, you will be asled to wite for & specific purpose and to &
specific person. You shauld wilts in as complete and as culturally appropriats & manner as possble, taking inte account the purposs and the
person described.

Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response. EI ﬂl ﬂl M M a |F'“"'—|L| ﬂ
= —
BN AR

BEHFEM: SREEREMFE

4, FEF TTARNFEEERFE A%
EEMAZEE, ROEZFAT—MEREER
e, AUEERFENLAE. B85
RiN#eHFE LR, BREITEFR, T
HAHiERZth EHHT AN5E0. YRLLATER
THADET LR BERFHEEE
FERTRELE N ZE, REFhSERGET
fHa1 B ASREME.,




AP Chinese Test (7): Conversation (10%

| AP Chinese Language s Culture ="sSpeaking

Giuestion i iof v,

(" ColtegeBosr

|| Directions: Youwdl participate in a simulated comnversation, Each ime (11s your tum 10 speak, you will heve 20 seconds to record, You should
| respond &s fully and es approprately as possible.

You will hawe a comersation wath Zhang Ting, the faculty adviser to yaur school's Chinese club, about plans for the chub's annual
I daylong field trip

RESPONSE TIME




AP Chinese Test (8): Cultural Presentation (15%

APICHINeSE CanguagesiCuliure =sspeaking

C%uﬂagasoard CIREt T 7 of T

Directions; You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to your Chinese class. First,
youvill read and hear the topic for your presaniation. You will have 4 minutes to prepane your presenation. Then you vl kave 2 minutes to
record your presentabion. Yo presentation shoukd be as complete as possible.

Choose ONE charactaristic feature of the Chinese language (characters tones, dislacts,
homaophaonas, &lc.). Inyour presentation, describe this characterisic faaturs of the
Chinese language and explain its significance.

Preparation Time. 240 Saconds
Response Time: 120 Seconds

FPREPARATION TIME




Which language to try? (1)

e Most difficult parts of each language:

French: pronounciation

German: grammar

Chinese: tones and idioms (FZi8)

Generally for English speakers, difficulty is: Japanese > Chinese > Russian > Latin > German >
French > Spanish

O O O O




Which language to try? (2)

e Chinese-American high schoolers should take a language that’s not Chinese

e Consider
o Your current language(s)
Culture of interest
Number of native speakers
Number of native speakers who also speak your current language(s)
Geographical distribution
Practical uses (e.g., for business or travel)
Ease of being certified as fluent (esp. for high schoolers and for certain jobs)
m AP, SAT Subject, National Exam, summer program abroad

o O O O O O




Which language to try? (3)
e E.g., geographic distribution

French-speaking countries German-speaking countries
(La Francophonie): (Deutscher Sprachraum):

ry |

France, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, S
half of Africa Belgium

D French-speaking countries




Which language to try? (4)




Which language to try? (5)

e Learning languages only gets easier!

e After learning a language, you naturally “inherit” similar languages

o French — inherits Spanish

o Spanish — inherits Portuguese

o Latin — inherits the Romantic languages (French, Spanish, Italian, etc.)

o German — inherits the Germanic languages (Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, etc.)

«— Video of a polyglot
speaking 20 languages



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOiXtWcQ8GI

Preparing for a spelling bee (1)

e Focus on the spelling rules for these languages (optimally in this

order):

o German: for “everyday” words

French: for “fancy” words

Latin: for medical terms, prefixes, suffixes, roots

Greek: for “old” words, medical terms, prefixes, suffixes, roots

Spanish: for Spanish-derived terms

Russian, Japanese, Arabic, Swahili, Afrikaans: for “exotic” and “difficult” words

o O O O O




Preparing for a spelling bee (2)

e Search Google for the spelling rules
e Vocab lists for different languages
O Myspellit.com
e Review commonly misspelled words
o Very easy to find lists, such as: here, here, here
e Memorize vocabulary flash cards if you have the time (e.g., if you're

young)
Preparing for spelling bee helps with SAT and writing



http://myspellit.com
http://myspellit.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonly_misspelled_English_words
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/spelling-and-word-lists/misspelled.html
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/spelling/common-misspellings

Pre-submitted questions

1. Q:If self-studying, how to practice pronunciation?

2. Q: Learning Latin?

3. Q:How long it takes to learn a language? When to start?

4. Q: Worth it to change languages after studying one for a while?
5. Q:If just considering easiness, which language to learn?

6. Q: Spanish vs French easiness?

7. Q: General tips for staying motivated?

8. Q:Best language apps?

o Duolingo
o Otherwise, depends on language



http://duolingo.com
http://duolingo.com

Silicon Valley Youth

Youth-run nonprofit founded by my twin brother and me
Currently 15 classes, at 4 locations
Website: SiliconValleyYouth.com/

All profits are donated to the Ravenswood City School District, which

serves economically disadvantaged students in East Palo Alto and
Menlo Park

e Please join us! Please donate!



http://siliconvalleyyouth.com/

For Spanish: Joseph Ng

e Junior at Gunn High School

e Skilled in Spanish
e Top 2% in nation for past 2 years on National Spanish Exam
e Currently taking AP Spanish Lang




